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SECRET ANKARA 2598 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CENTO, NATO, MILL IR 

SUBJECT: NATO-CENTO AIR DEFENSE INFORMATION EXCHANGE AGREEMENT 
REF: STATE 70897 (DTG 310129Z MAR 77) 

1 . US ELEMENT CENTO HAS PROVIDED FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON POINTS 
RAISED PARA FIVE REFTEL, WITH WHICH THE EMBASSY CONCURS: 

2. INFORMAL EXCHANGE OF AIR DEFENSE INFORMATION WITH IRAN 
UNDER CENTO AUSPICES AS HITHERTO PRACTICED IS INSUFFICIENT 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING THE REQUISITE COORDINATION BETWEEN 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 02598 071439Z 

NATO AND IRAN IN AIR DEFENSE MATTERS. THIS EXCHANGE MUST 
EVENTUALLY BE REGULAR, CONTINUING, AND TIMELY IF THE 
INFORMATION PASSED BETWEEN THE PARTIES CONCERNED IS TO BE 
OF VALUE IN THE REAL-TIME AIR DEFENSE ENVIRONMENT. WHILE 
ARMISH MAAG WILL ENSURE THE ADOPTION OF BASIC AIR DEFENSE 
PRINCIPLES BY IRANIAN FORCES, REGIONAL AIR DEFENSE DEPENDS 
ON ALMOST INSTANTANEOUS RELAY AND DISPLAY OF BOTH ATTACKING 
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AND DEFENDING FORCES. THIS PRESUMES THE ROUTINE TRANS- 
MISSION OF SUITABLE DATA TO UPDATE COMMAND CENTERS THAT 
CORRELATE CIVIL AND MILITARY AIR MOVEMENTS, ALERT NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITIES, AND SERVE TO DIRECT THE 
AIR BATTLE. 

3. INASMUCH AS THE TURKISH IRANIAN BORDER BIFURCATES THE 
SOVIET BORDER IN THE CAUCASUS, IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT NATO'S 
EASTERN FLANK MIGHT BE IN JEOPARDY IN THE EVENT OF AIR 
ATTACKS FROM REGIONS IN THE USSR ADJACENT TO IRAN'S ENTIRE 
NORTHERN BORDER. NATO EXERCISE DISPLAY DETERMINATION 1976 
HIGHLIGHTED NATO'S RENEWED INTEREST IN EASTERN TURKEY AS A 
POSSIBLE INVASION CORRIDOR. CENTO PLANNERS HAVE LONG 
CONSIDERED THE AVENUES OF ATTACK AVAILABLE TO THE SOVIETS 
IN THIS REGION. 

4. ALL CENTO MEMBERS EXCEPT PAKISTAN APPARENTLY DESIRE 
TO EFFECT A FORMAL AIR DEFENSE EXCHANGE TO OBVIATE THE 
NECESSITY OF AD HOC ARRANGEMENTS IN THE EVENT OF HOSTI 
LITIES EMANATING FROM THE NORTH. ADDITIONALLY, IT IS 
DESIRABLE - IF NOT NECESSARY - FOR ADJOINING AIR DEFENSE 
REGIONS (SUCH AS NATO SOC DIYABAKIR IN TURKEY AND 
IRANIAN SOC HAMAD AN) TO BE OPERATING ON THE BASIS OF THE 
REAL TIME DATA. CLEARLY THE INFORMAL ARRANGEMENTS THAT 
HAVE PREVAILED IN THE PAST ARE UNSATISFACTORY FROM ANY 
REASONABLE MILITARY ASSESSMENT OF THE AIR DEFENSE 
PROBLEM IN THE REGION. 
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